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-Quicguid Grecia mendax 
Audet in biftorid. ———_ Juv. 


Gyeym S the French-have, lately introduced: _ 

Ae, an entire new method of writing 

sues hiftory, and as'it is to be prefumed 

we fhall be as ready to ape them in 

72) this, as in all other fathions'; I fhall 

ZING lay before the:public a loofe - fketch 

of fuch rules as I have been able haftily to throw together 

for prefent ufe, till fome great and diftinguithed critic. 

may have leifure to collect his ideas, and publith a more 

complete and regular yet of the modern art of -wri- 

ting hiftory. 

For the fake of brevity I fhall enter at once upon 

my fubje&, and addrefs my inftruction to the future 
-hiftorian. ! 

REMEMBER to prefix a long preface to your ‘hiftory, 
in which you will have'a right to fay whatever coins 
‘into your head: for all that relates to your hiftory may 
swith propriety be admitted, and all that is foreign to the 
purpofe may claim a place in it, becaufe it.is a preface. 

It 
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It -will be fufficient therefore if I give you" only a hint 
upon the occafion, which if you manage. with dex- 
terity, or rather audacity, will ftand you in great ftead. 

BesvureE you feize every opportunity of introducing 
‘the moft extravagant commendations of Tacitus; but 
be careful how you entér too minutely into any par- 
ticulars you may have heard. of that writer, -for-fear of 


difcovering that you have on/y heard of them. The 
fafeft way will be to keep to the old. cuftom of abu 
ing all other hiftorians, and vilifying them in com- 
parifon of him. But in the execution ofthis, let me 
entreat you to de a little violence to your modefty, by 


avoiding evety .infinuation that may fet him.an inch 
above yourfelf. 

BEFORE you enter upon your work, it will be ne- 
ceffary to diveft yourfelf entirely of all regard for truth. 
To conquer this prejudice may perhaps coft you fome 
pains; but till you have effeGtually overcome it, you 
will find innumerable difficulties continually obtruding 
themfelves to thwart your defign of writing an enter- 
‘taining hiftory in the modern tafte. 

Tue next thing is to find out fome fhrewd reafon for 
rejecting all fuch authentic papers as are come to light 
fince the period you are writing of was laft confidered : 
for if you cannot cleverly keep clear of them, you will 
be obliged to make ufe of them; and then ‘our per- 
formance may be:called dull and: dry; which is a cen- 
“fare you ought as‘carefully to avoid, as to contend for 
that famous compliment which was paid the author of 
the hiftory of Charles the twelfth, by his moft illuftri- 
ous patron, who is himfelf-an hiftorian, Plus beau gu 
la verité. : . 

I am aware of the maxim of Polybius, “ that hiftory 
*« void of truth, is an empty thadow,” But the motto 
of this paper may ferve to convict that dogmatift of fin- 
gularity, by fhewing that his own countrymen difavowed 

? his 
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dhis pretended axiom evento a proverb, Though we 
may allow truth to the firft hiftorian of any particular 


zra, the nature of things requires that truth muft gra- 


dually recede in proportion to the frequency of treating 
the fame period; or elfe the laft hand would be abfo- 
lutely precluded from every advantage of novelty. It 
is fit therefore that we modernize the maxim of Poly- 
bius, by fubftituting the word wiT in the place of TrRuTH; 
but as all writers are not blefled with a ready ftore of 
wit, it may be neceflary to lay down fome other rules 
for the compiling of hiftory, in which it is expedient 
that we avail ourfelves of all the artifices which either 
have been or may be made ufe of to furprife, charm, 
fadden, or confound the mind of the reader. 

In treating of times that have been often written up- 
on, there can be no fuch thing as abfolute novelty ; 
therefore the only method to be taken in fuch cafes, is 
to give every occurrence a new turn, You may take 
the fide of Philip of Macedon againft Demofthenes and 
the obftinate republicans ; and you will have many in- 
{tances to fhew how wantonly whole feas of blood have 
been fhed for the fake of thofe two infatuating founds, 
LIBERTY and RELIGION. It was alucky hit of an 
Englifh biographer, that of writing the vindication and 
panegyric of Richard the third: and I would advife you 
to attempt fomething of the like nature. For inftance. 
You may undertake to fhew the unreafonablenefs of 
cur high opinian of queen Elizabeth, and our falfe no- 
tions of the happinefs of her government. For as to 
lives and characters, you have one principal rule to ob- 
ferve ; and that is, to elevate the bad, and depreciate 
the good, But in writing the characters of others, | al- 
ways keep your own (if you have any value for it) in 
view ; and. never allow to any great perfonage a virtue 
which you -either feel the want of; ora notorious dif- 
regard for, You may queftion the’ moral charaéter of 


Socrates, 
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Socrates, the chaftity of Cyrus; the conftaney of the 
martyrs, the piety and fincerity of the réfotmers, the 
bravery of Cromwell, and thie imilifary talents of king 
William : and you need never fear the finding autho- 
tities to fupport you in any detraction among the wri- 
ters of anecdotes, fince Dion Caffius, a grave hif- 
torian, Has confidently afferted that Cicero proftituted 
his wife, trained up his fon in drunkennefs, ‘Committed 
ineeft with his daughter, and lived in adultery with 

Cerellia. | 
I come next to ornaments ; under which: head I con- 
fider fentences; prodigies, digteffions and defcriptions. 
On the two firft I fhall not detain you, as it will be 
fufficient to recommend a free ufe of them, and to be 
new, if you can. Of digreflions you may make the 
_greateft ufe, by calling them to your aid whenever you 
are at a fault. If you want to fwell your hiftory to a 
folio, and have only matter for an octavo (fuppofe, for 
example, it were the ftory of Alexander) you may enter 
into an enquiry of what that adventurer would have done 
if he had not been poifoned: whether his conquefts, or 
‘Kouly Khan’s were the moft extraordinary: what would 
have been the confequence of his marching weftward ; 
-and whether he would have beat the duke of Marlborough. 
“You may alfo introduce in this place a differtation upoh 
‘fire-arms, or the art of fortification. In deferiptions, you 
muft not be f{paring, but out-go every thing that has been 
attempted before you. Let your battles be the moft 
bloody, ‘your fieges the moft obftinate, your caftles the 
moft impregnable, your commanders the moft confum- 
‘mate, and their foldiers the moft intrepid. In defcribing 
2 fea-fight, let the enemy’s fleet be the moft numerous, 
and their fhips the largeft that ever were known. Do 
not feruple to burn a thoufind hips, and turn their 
crews half fcorched into the fea ; there tet them furvive 
awhile by {wimming, that you may ‘have an opportunity 
of 
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of jamming them between their own and the enemy’s 
veffels: and when you‘have gone through the dreadful 
diftreffes of the action, conclude by blowing up the ad- 
miral’s own fhip, and {cattering officers of the greateit 
birth and bravery in the air. © In the facking of a town, 
murder all the old men and young children in the cru- 
elleft manner, and in the moft facred retreats. Devife 
fome ingenious infults on the modefty of matrons. Ra- 
vith a great number of virgins, and fee that they are all 
in the height of beauty and purity of innocence. When 
you have fired all the houfes, and cut the throats of ten 
times the number of inhabitants they contained, exer- 
cife.all manner of barbarity on the dead bodies. And 
that you may extend the fcene of mifery, let fome efcape, 
but all naked. Tear their uncovered limbs; cut their 
feet for want of thoes ; harden the hearts of the peafants 
againft them, and arm the elements with unufual rigour 


for their perfecution: drench them with rain, benumb 


them with froft, and terrify them with thunder and 
lightening. | 

Ir in writing voyages and travels, you have occafion 
to fend meffengers through an uninhabited country, do. 
not be over-tender or fcrupulous how you treat them. 


You may ftop them at rivers, and drown all their fervants 
and horfes: infeft them with fleas, lice and mufquitos ; 
and when they have been eaten fufficiently with thefe 
vermin, you may ftarve them toa defire of eating one 
another ; and if you think it will be an ornament to your 
hiftory, e’en caft the lots and fet themto dinner. But 
if you do this, you muft take care that the Savage chief 
to whom they are fent, does not treat them with man’s 
flefh ; becaufe it will be no novelty: I would rather ad- 
vife you to alter the bill of fare to an elephant, a rinoce- 
ros, or an alligator. The King and his court will of 
courfe be drinking out of human fkulls ; but w hat fort of 
liquor you can fill them with, to furprize an European» 


I 
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I muft own I cannot conceive. In treating of the Indian 
manners and cufioms, you may, makea long chapter of 
their conjuring, their idolatrous ceremonies, apd {upe-- 
ftitions ; which will-give you.a fair opportunity. of faying 
fomething {mart on the religion.of your own country. 
On their marriages you cannot dwell too long ;. for it is 
a pleafing fubje@t, and always, in thofe countries, leads to 
polygamy, which. will afford occafion for reflections 
‘moral and entertaining. When your mefiengers have 
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their. audience of the king, you may as well drop the 
bufinefs they went upon, and take notice only of his civi- 
lities and politenefs in offering to.them the choice of all 
the beauties of his court ; by which you will make them 
amends for all the difficulties you,have led them into. 

I cannoT promife you much fuccefs in the {peeches of 
your favages, unlefs it were poflible to hit upon fome 
bolder figures and metaphors than thofe which have 
been fo frequently ufed. In the {peeches ofa civilized 
people, infert whatever may ferve to difplay your own 
learning, judgment or wit ; and let no man’s low extrac- 
tion be a reftraint on- the advantages of your education. 
If in an harangue of Wat Tylera quotation from the 
claffics fhould come in pat, or in a fpeech of Muley 
Moluch a fentence from Mr, Locke, let no confideration 
deprive your hiftory of fuch ornaments. 

To conclude, I would advife you in general not to be 
{paring of your {peeches, cither in number or length: 
-and if you alfo take careto add a proper quantity of re- 
fle€tions, your work will be greedily bought up by all 
members of oratories, reafoning focieties, and other talk- 


ative affemblies of this moft eloquent metropolis. 
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